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Abstract: Most of your mathematical life, you have known that pi
is an irrational number somewhere between 3.1 and 3.2. But if we
exchange the usual Euclidean norm for others, pi can be any of an
infinite number of different values. What are these values? What does
a pi-value indicate about its associated norm and vice versa? You will
be surprised at the number of twists and turns that we encounter when
we leave the safety of the Euclidean world for these new territories.

Background: Students should know how to find the distance between
two points on the plane. No further specialized knowledge is required.

About the speaker: Cornelia Van Cott received her Ph.D. from Indi-
ana University in geometric topology. She is an associate professor and
the chair of the Mathematics & Statistics Department at the University
of San Francisco.
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