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Abstract: A presentation is a way of describing a group. In the 1960’s
Higman found a deep connection between subgroups of finitely pre-
sented groups and computation. In the 1990’s Bestvina and Brady
found the first non-finitely presented groups that were almost finitely
presented. I recently found a lot more, and an analog of Higman’s theo-
rem but for almost finitely presented groups. I’ll describe this progress.

Background: One semester abstract algebra.

About the speaker: Ian Leary received his PhD from Cambridge
England and is a Professor at the University of Southampton. He has
also worked in London, Zurich, Barcelona, Bonn, and at Ohio State.
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