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Abstract: This talk will take us through a journey of graph coloring.
We’ll start with some basic definitions and the well-known four and five
color theorems. We’ll also discuss the fascinating question of the chro-
matic number of the plane. Finally, we’ll talk about new results on box
graphs, which are graphs defined using blocks and their intersections.
This talk will be extremely accessible, while at the same time including
some modern research topics.

Background: No particular background required. Students at every
level are encouraged to attend.

About the speaker: Dr. Ellen Veomett is an Associate Professor of
mathematics at Saint Mary’s College of California. She likes to study
things that are both discrete and geometric, including graph coloring
and isoperimetric inequalities on graphs. She used to do a lot of running
but in recent years has spent more time reading, singing, and playing
with her toddler.
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