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Abstract: In this talk we will give an introduction to ”learning to
rank” problems, such as ranking the relevance of urls returned by a
search engine. We will discuss some of the basic building blocks of
algorithm design such as data munging, constructing base learners,
ensemble learning, and then show how these ideas can be applied to
ranking crime hotspots in a city.

Background: No particular background will be assumed.

About the speaker: George Mohler is an Assistant Professor of Math-
ematics and Computer Science at Santa Clara University and Chief
Scientist at PredPol, Inc. He received his Ph.D. in Mathematics from
the University of California Santa Barbara and was CAM Assistant
Adjunct Professor of Mathematics at UCLA from 2008 to 2010. His
research on crime modeling and predictive policing has been featured
in the New York Times, the Economist, TIME, Popular Science, and
other international news outlets.
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