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Abstract: Tropical mathematics is mathematics with the real numbers
replaced by the min-plus algebra: x@®y = min(z,y), tOy = x+y. This
has arisen in many fields over the past decades, including computer
science, control theory, and algebraic geometry. I will focus on the
algberaic geometry picture, where tropical geometry allows us to study
varieties through polyhedral combinatorics.

Background: Comfort with linear algebra and polynomials in several
variables.

About the speaker: Diane Maclagan received her PhD from UC Berke-
ley, and is currently an Associate Professor at the University of Warwick
(UK). Her research is on the combinatorial and computational side of
algebraic geometry.
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